
Andronicus and Junia
“Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen 

and my fellow prisoners, who are of note 
among the apostles, who also were in Christ 

before me” (Rom. 16:7).



Andronicus and Junia

• Who were they?

• Paul calls them his kinfolk

• Paul calls them his fellow prisoners

• Paul said they were well known to the apostles

• Paul declared that they were Christians before 
he was



The Church At Rome Was Made Up Of Ordinary, 
Diverse People Who Were In The Lord

• What drew them together and united them? 

– The answer is in a phrase Paul repeats 11 times in 
these verses: “in the Lord” or “in Christ.” 

– Being “in Christ” is the most important description 
of anyone.



The Church At Rome Was Made Up Of 
People Growing Through Sound Doctrine

• Doctrine is the source of faith and the foundation of 
fellowship
– Acts 2:42 - “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 

doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers.”

– Rom. 6:17 - “But God be thanked that though you were 
slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine to which you were delivered.”

– 2John 9 - “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the 
doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.”



The Church At Rome Was Made Up Of People Who Were 
Growing Closer In Their Relationships With One Another

• We are not called to be Christians in isolation, but 
rather in relationships with one another. 

• Paul was hurt often by others (2Tim. 1:15; 4:10, 
14), but that didn’t keep him from pursuing warm 
relationships with other believers.



The Church At Rome Was Made Up Of People Who Were Family 
And Were Hospitable And Helpful Toward One Another

• Paul urges the church to extend hospitality to Phoebe, 
“our sister.” 

• Quartus was “the brother.” 

• Priscilla and Aquila opened their home to host the 
church at Rome and in Ephesus (16:5)

• Gaius hosted a church in his house at Corinth (16:23)



The Church At Rome Was Made Up Of 
A United People Who Worked Hard

• Phoebe was “a servant of the church in Cenchrea,” (16:1). 
• Paul also mentions Mary, “who has worked hard for you” 

(16:6). 
• He calls Urbanus “our fellow worker in Christ” (16:9). 
• Tryphaena and Tryphosa were “workers in the Lord” (16:12) 
• Persis ( “has worked hard in the Lord” (16:12). 
• He calls Timothy “my fellow worker” (16:21).



The Church At Rome Was Made Up Of 
A United People Who Worked Hard

• God’s people succeed when they work 
together peacefully

– Psalm 133:1 - “Behold, how good and how pleasant 
it is For brethren to dwell together in unity!”

– Neh. 3



The Church At Rome Was Made Up Of Both 
Men And Women Who Served The Lord

• It is significant to note that six of the nine people Paul 
praises as hard workers are women (16:1-23)

• Of the 30 people greeted in this chapter, nine of them are 
women.

• Obviously Paul believed that women have an important 
role to play in serving the Lord.

• This does not circumvent or void New Testament teaching; 
it emphasizes the value of what every Christian brings to 
the table, rich or poor, old or young, black or white, male 
or female



The Church At Rome Was Made Up Of 
Whole Families That Obeyed The Gospel

• In the Book of Acts, whole households came 
to the faith 

– Acts 2:39 - “You and your children”

– Acts 10:1-48 - Cornelius

– Acts 16:15 - Lydia

– Acts 16:31-34 - the Philippian jailer



The Church At Rome Was Made Up Of 
Whole Families That Obeyed The Gospel

• God has always willed that families serve Him together 
– Gen. 18:19 - “For I have known him, in order that he may 

command his children and his household after him, that 
they keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and 
justice, that the LORD may bring to Abraham what He has 
spoken to him.”

– Eph. 6:4 - “And you, fathers, do not provoke your children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition 
of the Lord.”

• Even though sometimes families go in different 
directions - Matt. 10:37



Andronicus and Junia

• “It is a great thing to go down to history as the 
man with the open house or as the man with 
the brotherly heart. Someday people will sum 
us up in one sentence. What will that 
sentence be?” (William Barclay, The Letter to the 

Romans, Westminster, rev. ed., p. 220)


